
Michael Daniel Mortilla 
Composer- Pianist - Sound Designer 

Contact 

(818) 841-2878 PO Box 888, Burbank, CA 91503-0888 

Email: mm@MIDILifeCrisis.com -or- michael.mortilla@gmail.com 
Website: MIDILifeCrisis.com 

Career Summary 

Award-winning composer, sound designer, and master pianist who has created thousands of works across film, 
television, theater, dance, and the concert stage. Recognized for live silent film accompaniments and historic 
collaborations with legendary choreographers. Distinguished freelance journeyman composer and multi­
instrumentalist with over 50 years of professional experience. Celebrated specialist in live improvisational 
accompaniment. Prolific collaborator with elite institutions, major symphony orchestras, theaters, historic 
contemporary dance companies, and public & private media outlets, worldwide. 

Core Specializations 
• Film Scoring: Original scores and sound designs for silent film archives and contemporary filmmakers. 

• Theatrical Composition: Original music, sound design, and music direction for all forms of live theater. 

• Live Performance: Improvised concert-level keyboard accompaniment and original written works. 

• Education & Curation: Institutional lecturing, master classes, museum entertainment curation. 

Education 

• Graduated Bethpage Public Schools (1972) High School Diploma 

• Largely self-taught with some private lessons in piano and composition, Long Island, NY (1971-197 3) 

Morton Estrin (3 months) 
Avaham Sternklar (4 months) 
Albert Tepper (1 month) 
Clifford Priester/Edith Mcintosh School of Music (2 months) 

Awards and Grants 

• National Endowment for the Arts Collaborative Arts Grant (1988) 

• Backstage Garland Award for Johnny Got His Gun (Stages Theater 2003) I Original music & sound design 

• LA Weekly Theater Award for Johnny Got His Gun (Stages Theater 2003) I Original music & sound design 

• Independent Theater Award for Alice in Wonderland (Lit Moon Theater Company 1998) I Original music 

• The Arts Fund of Santa Barbara Independent Artist Award (2009) 

• Numerous Meet the Composer Awards in dance and theater (1980s to 1990s) 

• Helena Rubinstein Collaborative Grant (1988) 

• Ensoniq Music Corporation - in kind grant (1989) 

Professional Affiliations 
• BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc.) Since 1978 I Writer and Publisher (MIDI Life Crisis) 

• American Federation ofMusicians (AFM) Local47, LA) 2000- present 

• American Federation ofMusicians (AFM) Local 802, NY) circa mid-1970s 

Mortilla page 1 



ACADEMIC & INSTITUTIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

• Martha Graham Dance Company I Company & School Pianist Compose & perform original music (1979 - 1986) 

• Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences I Composer, pianist (independent contractor) (1999 - present) 

• UC Santa Barbara I Principal Musician, Resident Composer, and Lecturer in Theater & Dance (1986- 2000) 
• High School for the Performing Arts, NYC Teaching License granted I Staff musician (1984- 1986) 

• Children's Creative Project, Santa Barbara County Office of Education I Touring Artist (1999 - 2025) 
• California Institute ofthe Arts (CalArts) I Guest Lecturer, Composer for various filmmakers (1988 - 2019) 
• Catalina Museum for Art & History I Composer, Curator, Producer, and Music Director (2016 - 2025) 

• International Ballet Competition, Jackson Mississippi I Compose original music for ballet classes (1998 & 2002) 
• Alvin Ailey American Dance Center I School Pianist, Compose and perform original music (1980 -1986) 
• Bethpage, NY Public Schools I Theater Music Director/Faculty Advisor, arranger & conductor (1972 - 1978) 

COMMISSIONS I All titles composed, produced & performed 

Commissioned by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, Beverly Hills, CA (1999 - present) 

Partial list of only major commissions. Hundreds of solo piano works omitted for space. 

• Academy Awards* Foreign Directors Awards, Meryl Streep, Chairperson I Composer/pianist 

• Academy Awards* Sci-Tech Awards, Randy Haberkamp, Chairperson I Composer/pianist 

• How Oscars Are Born Oscar promotional film I Composer 

• Oscar Oscar promotional film for United Airlines I Composer 

• First Circus Educational DVD I Composer 

• Koko' s Earth Control Educational D VD I Composer 

• WhoKnew? Educational D VD I Composer 

• Upstream* 

• Wings 

Los Angeles, CA, Manhattan, NY, Washington DC, Harrisberg, PA I Composer/conductor 

In association with the 9th Circuit Court, Pasadena, CA I Composer/pianist 

• Fragments* 

• Blackmail* 

in association with Turner Classic Movies, Library of Congress, UCLA I Composer 

Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Humoresque* Composer/conductor/pianist 

• The White Shadow* Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Seventh Heaven* Composer/conductor/pianist 

Composer/conductor/pianist • The Gaucho 

• Safety Last Oscars Outdoors I Composer/pianist 

• Steamboat Bill, Jr. Oscars Outdoors !Composer/pianist 

• Oscar Nominee Luncheon Original music, piano soloist, (2002 -2009) 

* - denotes events repeated multiple times and/or in multiple cites nationally 

Commissioned by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Chicago, IL (2006) 
All works performed in Symphony Hall, Chicago, October 27-28, 2006, Richard Kaufman, Conducting 

• Easy Street I Composer, orchestrator, piano soloist (with Chicago Symphony Orchestra) 

• One Week I Composer, orchestrator (Chicago Symphony Orchestra) 

• The Haunted House I Composer, orchestrator (Chicago Civic Orchestra & members of the Chicago Symphony) 
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Commissioned by The 1996 Olympic Arts Festival 
Performed July 27, 1996; Woodruff Arts Center, Richard Kaufman, Conducting 

• Easy Street I Composer, orchestrator, piano soloist (Brevard Festival Orchestra & Atlanta Symphony members) 

Commissioned by Sony Home Entertainment/Columbia Pictures 
For DVD and international broadcast for the special project "Frank Capra at Columbia." 

• So This Is Love (2024) Composer 

• The Way Of the Strong (2024) Composer 
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Commissioned by the National Film Preservation Foundation, San Francisco, CA (2012- present) 

Many NFPF titles have aired on Turner Classic Movies. Dozens stream at the NFPF site, UCLA, and elsewhere, 
free of charge. Several have been added to the National Film Registry. Composer for all titles. 

Treasures 5: The West DVD • Seeing Yosemite 
Treasures ofNew Zealand DVD • Trip Through Lake Lassen 
The Oath ofthe Sword • Patsy's Elopement 
Automobile Thieves • Who's Who? 
The Girl From Frisco • When Ciderville Went Dry 
The Roaring Road • A Smashup in China 
US Navy of 1915 • Chicago Rodeo 
It was Just Like Christmas • 50 Million Years Ago 
Oakland Newsreels • Snows of Many Years 
A Virgin's Sacrifice • Darling of the CSA 
The Fighting Blade • Koko' s Queen 
The White Shadow • Andy Gump's Stump Speech 
Screen Letter Box #5 • Mexican Filibusters 
Screen Letter Box #6 • The Sergeant 
Screen Letter Box #7 • Happy Go Luckies 
The Last Word in Chickens • Dolly ofthe Dalies 
Mountain Ranch • Won In a Cupboard 
Among the Geysers At Yellowstone • Virginia Types 
Legal Advice • Selznick News 
Dairy Industry: the Canning of Milk • The Birth of a Hat 
From Ore to Finished Product • The Love Charm 
Making High Grade Paper • Billy and His Pals 

Red Saunder's Sacrifice • The Better Man 
War Bonnet Roundup • Too Much Johnson 
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Commissioned by the UCLA Film & Television Archive, Los Angeles, CA (2009) 
Early animation and Edison films. Composer for all titles. 

• A Pool Plunge • The Lost World Promo 

• Animated Hair • The Lost World Trailer 

• Bob's Electric Theater • The Enchanted Drawing 

• How Jones Lost His Roll • The Wandering Toy 

• Indoor Sports • Theater De Hula Hula 

• Joys and Gloom 

Commissioned by Film Preservation Associates, Los Angeles, CA (1988 & 2002) I Composer in all titles. 

• Seventh Heaven (for French TV MK5 2002) 

• The Chaplin Mutuals I Restored Charlie Chaplin Films for home video and worldwide TV (1988- 2005) 

Easy Street 
The Adventurer 
The Cure 
The Immigrant 

The Count 
The Fireman 
One A.M. 
The Vagabond 

Behind the Screen 
The Floorwalker 
The Pawn Shop 
The Rink* 

* This version of The Rink was the world's first film with sound ever streamed over the Internet, January 22, 
1997, in association with the American Film Institute, VDOnet, Film Preservation Assoc., and Michael Mortilla. 

Commissioned by the Catalina Island Museum for Art & History, Avalon, CA (2017- 2025) 

• Peter Pan I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Why Be Good? I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Upstream I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• The White Shadow I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Blackmail I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Phantom of the Opera I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Blood And Sand I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Terror Island I Composer/conductor/pianist 

• Three Dogs I Composer/pianist 

• Throw In the Towell Composer/pianist 

• Wrigley Centennial I Composer, curator, music director 

• I Found My Love In Avalon I Composer- student film produced through Avalon High School arts program 

• Fire Angels I Composer, curator, music director- dance 

• Tipping Point I Composer, music director- Art installation 
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Miscellaneous Commissions 
Very partial list. 

• In Performance at the White House (PBS Great Performances, 1981) in collaboration with Martha Graham 

• New Objectivity (LACMA, 2017) I Composer, performer - 9 hour solo performance marathon - Art installation 

• Nazi Driver Education Film (Library ofCongress, 2014) Currently online at LOC website 

• Ukrainian War Stories ( Skirball Center 2023) I Composer, performer, Spoken work- multimedia event 

• How To Die In Japan (Miyo Yamauchi, 2025 & 2026) I Composer, sound designer, performer- theater 

• How To Be Japanese (Miyo Yamauchi, 2024) I Composer, sound designer, performer- theater 

• Final Tap (Barnes/Lahr Productions, 2026) I Composer, documentary 

• Spaghetti Western (Barnes/Luhr Productions, 2024) I Composer, contemporary short silent film 

• I See a Ghost (Sethward, 2023) I Composer, short comedy film 
• Getting Along (Elysian Theater 2023) I Composer, performer, comedy theater 

• Metropolis (Elysian Theater 2023) I Curator, composer, performer - silent film event 

• Diamonds to Dust (Westmont College 2023) I Composer, sound designer- theater 
• Teens from Outer Space (Turbine Arts, 2023) I Composer, sound designer - theater 

• The Master Mystery (William Mcllhany Productions, 1998) I Composer, silent films featuring Harry Houdini 

• An American Film Company (Mountain View Productions, 2003) I Composer, sound designer, documentary 

Miscellaneous Theater, other productions & events 

• Buk: The Life and Times of Charles Bukowski (NPR The Play's the Thing, 2003) I Composer, performer 

• Solo (Alice Tully Hall1988) I Composer for dance 

• Frieze (Lincoln Center Out of Doors 1988) I Composer for dance 
• The White Week (Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, 1988) I Composer, performer for dance 

• The Day the Clown Cried (Patton Oswalt, 2001 & 2003) Ars Nova Theater, New Yorkl Composer, performer 

• The Day the Clown Cried (Patton Oswalt, 2001 & 2003) Hollywood Center Studios, LAI Composer, performer 

• Life & Times with Val Zavala (PBS 2001) I Featured guest artist 

• Good Day LA (Fox Los Angeles 2000) I Featured subject 

• Electra (Greek Theater of NY, 1980) I Composer, sound designer, performed in ancient Greek 
• In God's Country (Odyssey Theater, 1992 &1995) I Composer, sound designer, theater 

• The Chicago Conspiracy Trial (Odyssey Theater, (2005) I Composer, sound designer, theater 

• Love Rides the Rails (Studio theater, Lindenhurst, NY 1977) I Composer, co-lyricist, music director, theater 

• Love Rides the Rails (Broadhallow Theater, Farmingdale, NY 1978) I Composer, co-lyricist, music director 

• Lessons (PAF Playhouse, Huntington, NY 1978) I Composer, co-lyricist, music director, theater 

• Dear Friends & Gentle Hearts (Santa Barbara Dance Theater 1994) I Arranger, conductor, dance-theater 

• My Magic Shoes (Santa Barbara Dance Theater 1994) I Composer, lyricist, music director, dance-theater 

• Houdini: Man, Myth, Magic! (Brea Theater & Saddleback College, 2000) I Composer, performer, theater 

• The Sea Opera (Cormorant Dance Company, 1989) I Composer, performer, original invented instruments 

• Janus Dances (Bard College, 1989) I Composer for dance 

• Hourglass (Carolyn Dorfman Dance Company, 1998) I Composer for dance 
• The Web (Writers in Residence, Great Neck, NY 1977) I Composer, music director, musical theater. 
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